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Residential Stairs — Requirements & Items to Show on Plans

M | N NE S OTA

Dimensional requirements for stairs in one- and two-family dwellings and townhomes regulated by the MN

Residential Code.
GUARDDRAIL IF NEEDED - See Minnesota
/ Residential Code R313 for height and spacing

/ requirements

6'-8" MINIMUM
HEADROOM
T Show construction elements of landings -
HANDRAIL joist size, grade & spacing, sub floor and
34"-38" ABOVE TREAD, ENDS any material on the underside.
RETURNED
/7
N
/\ STRINGER SIZE, GRADE & SPACING
7 3/4" MAXIMUM
RISER HEIGHT

\ 10" MINIMUM TREAD
DEPTH

Landings for stairways. There shall be a floor or landing at the top and bottom of each stairway, except at the
top of an interior flight of stairs, provided a door does not swing over the stairs.

Requirements for winders, spiral stairs and circular stairways are addressed separately in in the MN
Residential Code.

Stairway illumination. All interior and exterior stairways shall be provided with a means to illuminate the
stairs, including the landings and treads. Interior stairways shall be provided with an artificial light source
located in the immediate vicinity of each landing of the stairway. Exterior stairways shall be provided with an
artificial light source located in the immediate vicinity of the top landing of the stairway. Exterior stairways
providing access to a basement from the outside grade level shall be provided with an artificial light source
located in the immediate vicinity of the bottom landing of the stairway. An artificial light source is not required
at the top and bottom landing, provided an artificial light source is located directly over each stairway section.
The control for activation of the required interior stairway lighting shall be accessible at the top and bottom of
each stair without traversing any step of the stair. The illumination of exterior stairs shall be controlled from
inside the dwelling unit.

Under stair protection. Enclosed accessible space under stairs shall have walls, under stair surfaces, and soffits
protected on the enclosed side with %" gypsum board.

Construction
duluthmn.gov/csi | 218-730-5240 | permittingservices@duluthmn.gov CS&I Services &
Cityof Duluth | Inspections

I:\DEVELOPMENT\ConstSvcs\FORMS and INFO OUT\Current Handouts\EDITABLE VERSIONS\Handout - Residential Stairs 147.docx



